
 

Realism
 

The following is material to consider for your syllabus. Specifically, there is: 

1 Scholarly writing on realism written by diverse scholars and experts 

2 Scholarly writing providing geographic variety and geographically varied perspectives 

3 Studies and analyses examining diversity, equity and inclusion-related dimensions of realism 

This is a living document; resources will be added and altered over time to ensure timeliness and quality. 
We would welcome your contributions and feedback. 

 

DISCUSSIONS OF THEORY 

“Realism.”  Jennifer Sterling-Folker and Jason Charrette. (2013) International Organization and Global 
Governance, Thomas G. Weiss and Rorden Wilkinson, eds.  London:  Routledge. 

Key words: international organization (IO), global governance, realism, inter-national  

Strange, Susan. "Cave! hic dragones: a critique of regime analysis.” International Organization 36.02 
(1982): 479-496. 

Key words: regimes, international cooperation, conflict, state-centric paradigm 

Milner, Helen. "The assumption of anarchy in international relations theory: a critique." Review of 
International Studies 17.01 (1991): 67-85. 

Key words: international politics, anarchy, interdependence 

Elman, Colin, Miriam Fendius Elman, and Paul W. Schroeder. "History vs. Neo-realism: A Second Look." 
International Security 20.1 (1995): 182-195. 
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Syllabus Resources 

Key words: neo-realist paradigm, Paul Schroeder’s article 

Feng Liu​Liu Feng, Zhang Ruizhuang, The Typologies of Realism, The Chinese Journal of International 
Politics, Volume 1, Issue 1, Summer 2006, Pages 109–134 

Key words: realist tradition, new terminology, a more coherent classification scheme  

 

REGION-SPECIFIC DISCUSSIONS OF REALISM 

Sterling-Folker, Jennifer, and Rosemary E. Shinko. "Discourses of power: traversing the 
realist-postmodern divide." Millennium-Journal of International Studies 33.3 (2005): 637-664. 

Key words: realism, postmodernism, the China-Taiwan relationship 

Zuo Xiying (2019) Unbalanced deterrence: coercive threat, reassurance and the US-China rivalry in 

Taiwan strait, The Pacific Review 

Key words: Taiwan Strait, One-China policy, the current framework between China and US, 92 
consensus, the United States 

Karen Smith (2009) Has Africa Got Anything to Say? African Contributions to the Theoretical 
Development of International Relations, The Round Table, 98:402, 269-284, 

Key words: Africa, knowledge, language, experience, IR theory, African voices, positionality 

Haglund, D. G. (2017). The paradigm that dare not speak its name: Canadian Foreign Policy’s uneasy 

relationship with realist IR theory. International Journal, 72(2), 230–242.  

Key words: realism, constructivism, middle power, soft balancing, Canadian foreign policy 

Ken Booth, Vale Peter, Security in southern Africa: after apartheid, beyond realism, International Affairs, 
Volume 71, Issue 2, April 1995, Pages 285–304 

Key words: Southern Africa, geopolitics, regional security 

Frasson-Quenoz, Florent, Latin American Thinking in International Relations Reloaded (July 14, 2016). 

OASIS No. 23, enero-junio 2016, Available at SSRN: ​https://ssrn.com/abstract=2809664 

Key words: Latin American thinking in international relations, research enterprise, knowledge 
aggregation, global south, autonomy 
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Syllabus Resources 

Weiffen B., Villa R.D. (2017) Re-Thinking Latin American Regional Security: The Impact of Power and 
Politics. In: Suarez M., Villa R., Weiffen B. (eds) Power Dynamics and Regional Security in Latin America. 
Palgrave Macmillan, London 

Key words: Latin American security, regional power, multilateral security institutions 

)​Kacowicz, Arie Marcelo. Zones of Peace in the Third World : South America and West Africa in 
Comparative Perspective . Albany: State University of New York Press, n.d. 

Key words: South America, West Africa, security, realism, comparative perspective 

Olumuyiwa Babatunde Amao (2019) The foreign policy and intervention behaviour of Nigeria and South 
Africa in Africa: A structural realist analysis, South African Journal of International Affairs 

Key words: conflicts, foreign policy, intervention, Nigeria, South Africa, structural realism 

 

INTERSECTIONS: DEI & REALISM 

Ruiz, Tricia. "Feminist theory and international relations: the feminist challenge to realism and liberalism." 
Soundings Journal (2005): 1-7. 

Key words: feminist theory, feminism in international relations, realism 

Tickner, J. Ann. "Hans Morgenthau's principles of political realism: A feminist reformulation." Millennium 
17.3 (1988): 429-440. 

Key words: feminist analysis, Hans Morgenthau’s six principles of political realism, bias, power, 
international system 

Joy Milligan, "Protecting Disfavored Minorities: Toward Institutional Realism," UCLA Law Review 63, no. 
4 (May 2016): 894-967 

Key words: constitutional rights, Congress, the executive branch, institutional structure of 
American government, federalism, African American farmers 

Anaya, S. James. "Divergent discourses about international law, indigenous peoples, and rights over 
lands and natural resources: Toward a realist trend." Colo. J. Int'l Envtl. L. & Pol'y 16 (2005): 237. 

Key words: indigenous peoples, natural resources, sovereignty, human rights law 
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